PLANTS OF WESTMINSTER WOODS (compiled by David C. Powell; most recent revision: April 2007)

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME IDENTIFICATION AND USAGE COMMENTS
FORBS (WILDFLOWERS AND OTHER NON-WOODY PLANTS EXCEPT GRASSES)

American speedwell Veronica americana Moist to wet sites; low forb up to 1 foot; creeping; opposite, oval leaves; small, blue flowers.

arrowleaf groundsel Senecio triangularis Cool, wet sites; yellow flowers; large, triangular leaves with toothed margins; tall forb of riparian areas. Palatable to
deer and elk; highly palatable to sheep.

Blue Mountain milkvetch Astragalus reventus 13 to 31 narrow leaflets; white or purple flowers.

blue violet Viola adunca Cool, mesic sites; blue or white flowers; oval leaves with wavy margins; early bloomer; associated with mixed-conifer
zone. Greens are edible.

blue-eyed Mary Collinsia parviflora Disturbed sites; delicate short weed; tiny, blue flowers; narrow leaves.

blueleaf strawberry Fragaria virginiana Warm mesic sites; smooth, blue-green leaves with "gun-sight" at leaflet tip; red fruits with seeds in deep pits; white, 5-
petalled flowers. Fruits edible; tea from leaves is high in vitamin C; wildlife use fruits extensively.

bracken Pteridium aquilinum Cool, moist sites; tall fern; 2-3 pinnately-compound blades; spreads aggressively using rhizomes; fiddleheads in spring.
Allelopathic; poisonous to livestock if consumed in large quantity; fiddleheads eaten by Asians after boiling; may be
carcinogenic.

broadleaf arnica Arnica latifolia Cool, moist sites; several yellow flowers per stem; opposite, lance-shaped to heart-shaped leaves; veins not
embedded. Low palatability; flowers consumed by sheep and horses.

brook saxifrage Saxifraga arguta Warm, moist sites; meadow seeps in spring; basal circular leaves; small white flowers on leafless stalk.

bull thistle Cirsium vulgare Disturbed sites; tall biennial weed; winged, divided leaves; prickly stems; purplish flowers in terminal clusters. Floral
heads palatable to cattle and elk; stems may be peeled and cooked with roots; competes with tree seedlings.

camas Camassia quamash Warm, moist meadows; blue, 6-petalled flowers; narrow leaves; long yellow stamens. Very important root crop for
native Americans; dug from July to September after top wilts and dries; dried bulbs ground into flour.

Canada milkvetch Astragalus canadensis Mid-height forb to 3 feet tall; dense spike of white flowers; 13-29 oval leaflets; silvery (pubescent) leaves.

Columbia monkshood Aconitum columbianum Cool, wet sites; blue, hooded flowers; palmately-lobed leaves; very tall. Poisonous; flower shape resembles monk's
hood; said to repel werewolves.

common eriophyllum Eriophyllum lanatum Warm dry sites; clumpy; wide yellow rays with white tips; divided or entire leaves; open areas, dry meadows, or
scablands.

common horsetalil Equisetum arvense Low-growing forb to 1 foot; green, jointed stems; whorled leaves; brownish flower shoots.

common monkeyflower Mimulus guttatus Moist sites with seepage; mid-height forb to 3 feet; opposite, toothed leaves; square stem; yellow flowers with spotted
lip.

common willowherb Epilobium ciliatum Mesic to moist sites; opposite, ovate leaves; pink, 4-petalled flowers.

cow parsnip Heracleum lanatum Cool, wet sites; white flowers in flat umbels; 5-lobed leaves; tall riparian plant.

creamy buckwheat Eriogonum heracleoides Warm, dry sites; low-growing with basal, blue-green leaves; white flowers in ball-shaped umbels; whorled leaves on

flower stalk. Seeds used by chipmunks and mice; grazed by deer, elk, and domestic sheep.
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darkthroat shootingstar Dodecatheon pulchellum Warm, wet sites; basal, spatulate leaves; purple and yellow flowers in skyrocket shape; early bloomer on saturated
sites

darkwoods violet Viola orbiculata Cool, mesic sites; yellow flowers with purple veins; round leaves with wavy or shallowly toothed edges; leaf tips not
pointed like VIGL. Leaves have been used for salad greens; high in vitamin C; unpalatable.

Deptford pink Dianthus armeria Weedy on mesic sites; attractive, 5-petalled pink- or rose-colored flowers produced in clusters (cymes); opposite, linear
leaves.

Douglas brodiaea Brodiaea douglasii Warm, dry sites; early-blooming, blue, tubular flowers in terminal clusters; Iris- or grass-like leaves; open meadows and
scablands. Edible bulb was favorite of Nez Perce Indians; bulb eaten raw or cooked and has sweet, nutlike flavor.

dwarf hesperochiron Hesperochiron pumilis Open sites, often with shallow soils and saturated in spring; white flowers resemble strawberry; clumped, spatulate
leaves.

elegant rein orchid Piperia elegans Cool, mesic sites; 2-4 basal leaves; leafless flower stalk; small, greenish-white flowers along long stalk; leaves withered
at flowering.

fairyslipper Calypso bulbosa Cool, moist sites; dainty orchid; one broad basal leaf; red flower with yellowish lip; blooms early from duff layer on
shaded sites. Please do not pick; small bulb is edible but not plentiful because calypso is uncommon.

false bugbane Trautvetteria caroliniensis Cool, wet sites; white flowers on tall stalk; 5-lobed leaves; riparian or semi-riparian areas. Unpalatable.

false hellebore Veratrum californicum Disturbed riparian sites; grows to 6 feet; white or cream flowers in dense terminal spikes; pleated leaves; often

increases with grazing. Poisonous (alkaloids) to all livestock animals but especially sheep; used pharmaceutically to
slow heartbeat and lower blood pressure.

feather solomonplume Smilacina racemosa Cool, mesic sites; small, white flowers in terminal spike; wide, alternate, elliptic leaves along slightly zigzaging stem;
red fruits. Berries edible but not palatable; easily transplanted as an ornamental; also called "ladder to heaven" due to
zigzag stem and leaves.

field chickweed Cerastium arvense Disturbed and open sites; early bloomer; 5-petalled, white, bilobed flowers; reddish stems; lance-shaped leaves
alternating along stem.

fireweed Epilobium angustifolium Cool, mesic sites; showy, magenta to pink flowers in terminal spikes; narrow, alternate, lanceolate leaves; often on
disturbed areas. Provides small mammal cover; flowers used by hummingbirds, bees, butterflies; excellent honey; inner
stem is vegetable; has been used as a purgative or laxative.

flannel mullein Verbascum thapsus Warm, dry sites; tall biennial weed; yellow flowers; long, rough leaves and stem; first year in rosette form, second year
with stalk. Seeds provide winter food for birds; leaves used for medicine to control inflammation and lotions to soothe
the skin.

foamflower Tiarella trifoliata Cool, wet sites; 3-part, lobed and sharply-toothed leaflets; small, white flowers in terminal cluster; deeply shaded or
semi-riparian areas. Unpalatable; foamflower refers to appearance of flower clusters, especially en masse.

fringecup Lithophragma parviflora Mesic sites with partial shade or relatively open; 5-lobed leaves; purple stems; white, 3-5 lobed flowers.

fringed onion Allium fibrillum Warm, moist sites; white flowers on stalk shorter than leaves; meadow seeps.

glacier lily Erythronium grandiflorum Warm, moist sites; blooms early on saturated sites; showy, yellow flowers with 6 petals; 2 basal, shiny, oblong leaves.
All plant parts are edible; bulbs eaten by bears, ground squirrels, other wildlife; bulbs & leaves might cause burning
sensation.



PLANTS OF WESTMINSTER WOODS (compiled by David C. Powell; most recent revision: April 2007)

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME IDENTIFICATION AND USAGE COMMENTS

golden banner Thermopsis montana Cool, moist disturbed sites; showy, yellow, pea-like flowers; 3-part leaves with oval leaflets; early bloomer. Poisonous;
avoided by livestock unless it dominates overgrazed areas.

‘grass widow Sisyrinchium inflatum Cool, et sites; blue, 6-petalled flowers; clasping grass-like leaves; wet meadows and other riparian areas. Poisonous.

‘heartleaf amica Amica cordifolia Cool, mesic sites; one large, yellow, composite flower; opposite heart-shaped leaves that are hairy and rough with

prominent veins. Tea can be made from fresh leaves; native Americans steeped flowers to make salve for wounds or
cuts; low palatability.

hooded ladiestresses Spiranthes romanzoffiana Mesic to moist sites; linear to oblong leaves at base and reduced up stem; white to cream flowers in tight raceme and
spiraling; orchid.

houndstongue Cynoglossum officinale Weedy on mesic sites; hairy; lanceolate leaves; red flowers in curved spike; barbed fruits.

largeleaf avens Geum macrophyllum Cool, moist sites; yellow, 5-petalled flowers; terminal leaflet largest.

leafy aster Aster foliaceus Cool, mesic sites; abundant in riparian area on E side of WW; entire, clasping leaves; blue to white ray flowers, yellow
center disk. Indians used it to treat wounds and stomach aches.

longleaved aster Aster chilensis Open sites; long, narrow, hairy leaves; blue or pink rays and yellow center disk; flowerhead bracts in uneven,
overlapping rows.

low gumweed Grindelia nana Warm, dry sites; toothed leaves; yellow rays; green, curled phyllary tips. Native Americans used sticky secretions for
asthma, bronchitis, and colic; leaves can be chewed or used for tea; poultice for itching.

meadow goldenrod Solidago canadensis Warm, mesic sites; yellow flowers in triangular clusters; toothed leaves; blooms in late summer or early fall.

monument plant Frasera speciosa Warm, mesic sites; tall; 4-lobed, green flowers; leaves in whorls on stem.

mountain ladyslipper Cypripedium montanum Cool, mesic sites; wide pleated leaves; large white lip with purple streaks; mid-height orchid under mixed-conifer

canopy. Vanilla scent; please do not pick!

mountain sweetroot Osmorhiza chilensis Cool, moist sites; compound leaves with three toothed or lobed leaflets; short flat fruits; tiny, inconspicuous flowers in
terminal clusters. Palatable to cattle, sheep, deer, and elk; roots are edible; gives anise flavoring to food and drink.

mountain tarweed Madia glomerata Warm, dry scablands; linear, alternate leaves; sticky throughout; rayless flowers; ill smelling. Heavy disagreeable odor
of tar, especially on hot summer day; allelopathic by exuding resinous "tar" droplets to sterilize adjacent soil.

northwest cinquefoil Potentilla gracilis Warm, mesic sites; yellow flowers on tall stems; 5-9 bicolored, finger-like leaflets (green above, white-gray below);
leaflets deeply divided.

‘northwestern mariposa  Calochortus elegans | White, hairy flowers with purplish centers; narrow, entire leaves extend above flowers; dry meadows or forest fringe.

‘oakfem Gymnocarpium disjunctum  Cool, moist forest sites; triangular fronds that are bipinnately compound; forms patches using rhizomes.

‘Oregon checkermallow  Sidalcea oregana Dry to mesic sites with partial shade or relatively open, often disturbed: pink, 5-petalled flowers; round, divided leaves.
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oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare Warm, dry sites; rhizomatous; leaves lance-shaped with coarse, rounded teeth on edges; wide white rays; yellow
center disk. Invades fields and pastures, particularly where horses have grazed; young leaves edible; flower heads
used for wine.

panicled bulrush Scirpus microcarpus Wet, open sites; can be very tall; triangular stem; umbrella-shaped flower spikes.

pathfinder Adenocaulon bicolor Cool, moist sites; low growing; triangular, wavy-edged leaves that are bi-color: green above, gray or white beneath.
Unpalatable; common name refers to the path marked by overturned leaves, which have whitish undersides.

pearly everlasting Anaphalis margaritacea Cool, mesic sites; white flowers in tight balls; bicolored leaves; meadows. Easily transplanted for ornamental use; used
in floral arrangements; tobacco substitute by native Americans; unpalatable.

pinedrops Pterospora andromedea Cool, mesic sites; saprophyte; red-brown stem and leaves; yellow, bell flowers; emerges from duff on forest floor.

pink wintergreen Pyrola asarifolia Cool, moist sites; waxy pink flowers; shiny round leaves that are dark-green above, purplish beneath. Unpalatable.

pipsissewa Chimaphila umbellata Cool, mesic sites; pink, 5-petalled flowers; dark, narrow, shiny, thick, whorled leaves that are toothed near tip. Leaves
are high in vitamin C and salicin, a natural painkiller; eaten raw or boiled as a drink; used in commercial root beer;
antibiotic.

queencup beadlily Clintonia uniflora Cool, moist sites; showy, white, 6-petalled flowers; basal, fleshy, oval or oblong leaves; shiny blue berries; spreads

from rhizomes. Blue berry may be toxic; unpalatable to livestock; grouse relish the fruits; Indians used berries for blue
dye & leaves for eye medication

red avens Geum triflorum Warm, mesic sites; 3 nodding, pink flowers; feathery leaves; meadows and open forests. Plumed fruits collected by
passerines for nest materials; native Americans boiled roots to make a tea.

red columbine Aquilegia formosa Cool, moist sites; showy red and yellow flowers; compound, lobed leaves resembling those of meadowrue; common.
Poisonous; flowers used by hummingbirds; symbol of Christ's gifts: counseling, knowledge, understanding, strength,
wisdom (5 petals).

red kittentails Besseya rubra Meadow sites; dense, red flowers; triangular leaves.

rose pussytoes Antennaria rosea Cool, dry sites; low, mat-forming plant; small, pink flowers in tight balls; gray-green, elliptic or oblanceolate leaves;
meadows.

salsify Tragopogon dubius Disturbed areas; stout forb with yellow flowers; narrow leaves; ball-like seedhead; stems are hollow with a milky sap.

Roots can be eaten raw or cooked (flavor like parsnips); native Americans used it for chewing gum and drank the juice
for indigestion.

scarlet paintbrush Castilleja miniata Warm, mesic sites; showy, red, bract-type flowers; hairy, linear, lance-shaped leaves; unbranched stems up to 2 feet
tall.

selfheal Prunella vulgaris Disturbed areas; pink flowers; opposite leaves; square stem; dainty weed in clearcut portion of the Woods.

sharptooth angelica Angelica arguta Cool, wet sites; twice compound leaves with serrate, pointed leaflets; white flowers in round, spreading, compound
umbels.

showy aster Aster conspicuus Cool, mesic sites; blue flowers in sticky, terminal clusters & yellow disk; oval or elliptic, sessile, alternate, sharply-

toothed leaves. Important forage for elk in fall and winter; fair forage value for sheep.
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sickletop lousewort Pedicularis racemosa Cool, moist sites; white or pink flowers from leaf axils; opposite, lance-shaped, toothed leaves; distinctive curved
parrot's beak flower. Unpalatable.

sidebells pyrola Pyrola secunda Cool, mesic sites; white or greenish flowers in 1-sided raceme; oval leaves with slightly-toothed margins. Unpalatable.

sideflowered mitrewort Mitella stauropetala Cool, mesic sites; purplish, heart-shaped, basal leaves with scalloped edges; white, fringed flowers in strongly one-
sided raceme. Unpalatable.

spotted coralroot Corallorhiza maculata Cool, moist sites; bright red or yellow stem; white lips with purple spots; arises from duff in shaded forest stands.

starry solomonplume Smilacina stellata Cool, mesic sites; white flowers in terminal cluster; narrow, alternate leaves along curving or decumbent stem; yellow-
green fruits. Unpalatable; berries are edible but tend to have purgative or laxative reaction; grouse use the berries.

sticky geranium Geranium viscosissimum Cool, mesic sites; pink or red flowers; sticky; divided, lobed (maple-like) leaves that are dark-green above, paler
beneath.

stinging nettle Urtica dioica Cool, moist sites; tall weed; bristly stem; oval, toothed leaves.

straightbeak buttercup Ranunculus orthorhynchus Wet, riparian sites; low forb to 1 foot; cool, wet sites; hairy; compound, divided leaves; yellow flowers with 5-7 petals.

streambank butterweed Senecio pseudaureus Moist to wet sites; mid-height forb to 3 feet; cordate, serrate, long-petioled leaves; yellow ray flowers.

sugarbowls Clematis hirsutissima Warm, mesic sites; 1 hairy, purple, hanging flower; hairy, pinnate leaves.

sulphur lupine Lupinus sulphureus Warm, dry sites; yellow flowers; narrow leaflets arranged like fingers.

sulphur penstemon Penstemon attenuatus Warm, mesic sites; white, clustered flowers; opposite leaves; meadows.

sweet rocket Hesperis matronalis Disturbed sites; tall, robust weed; large, branched flower spike; white to pink to rose flowers; lance-shaped to straplike
leaves.

sweetscented bedstraw Galium triflorum Cool, moist sites; square, four-sided stem; 6 aromatic leaves per whorl; small, white flowers; prostrate or clings to

plants with bristles. Contains coumarin, which inhibits blood-clotting; coumarin smells like vanilla and dried plants were
used to freshen bedding.

tansy ragwort Senecio jacobaea Weedy on dry to mesic sites; mid-height forb to 3 feet; oval, pinnately-divided leaves; approximately 13 yellow rays.

tawny horkelia Horkelia fusca capitata Cool, moist sites; deeply-divided, pinnatifid leaves; lobed leaflets; small, inconspicuous, pink and white flowers.

trumpet honeysuckle Lonicera ciliosa Cool, mesic sites; bright orange, trumpet-shaped flowers; oval, opposite leaves; vine; red berries in late summer. Red
berries are edible; tubular flowers are a favorite with hummingbirds.

twinflower Linnaea borealis Cool, moist sites; creeping sub-shrub or forb; 2 pink, bell-like flowers per leafless stalk; small, oval leaves with shallow
teeth near tip.

upland larkspur Delphinium nuttallianum Warm, dry sites; purple or blue flowers; hairy; mostly basal leaves with narrow, leaf segments; dry meadows or
scabland; early bloomer. Very poisonous to cattle but non-toxic to sheep; toxicity apparently drops after blooming
period.

western coneflower Rudbeckia occidentalis Moist, open to partly shaded sites; very tall; large, alternate, egg-shaped leaves; jet-black, cone-shaped disk flower

with no rays. Allelopathic by suppressing conifer regeneration.

western hawkweed Hieracium albertinum Cool, dry sites; yellow flowers in an open terminal cluster; densely hairy upright forb with woolly, strap-like (lanceolate)
leaves. Palatable to sheep, deer, and elk; native Americans used it for chewing gum.
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western meadowrue

Thalictrum occidentale

Cool, mesic sites; 3 to 5 lobed leaflets; purple stems; inconspicuous green to white flowers; foliage resembles that of
columbine. Unpalatable.

Open, moist sites; low-growing forb; thick, oval leaves; raceme of 5-petalled, pinkish or pink-veined or white flowers.
Corms, stems & leaves edible; raw corms taste like radish; boiled corms have taste and texture of potatoes.

Disturbed sites; opposite, oval leaves with black dots; 5 orange-yellow petals in open clusters at stem tips. Poisonous

to sheep and especially to cattle; plants smoked over a fire on eve of St. John's Day (June 24) in England to ward off
spirits.

Cool, moist sites; serrated pinnae are flared at base like sword; long fronds arising from woody, scaly rhizome; stalk
densely scaly. Only eaten by wildlife when other foods are scarce; rhizomes used as emergency aboriginal food; plant
parts used as cure for diarrhea.

Cool, mesic sites; small, white flowers in open terminal cluster; hairy stem; elliptic, wavy-edged leaves; common in
mixed conifer zone. Palatable to sheep, deer, and elk; used by native Americans as chewing gum.

wild peony Paeonia brownii Warm, dry sites; brown, hanging flowers; waxy, lobed leaves; early bloomer.
willow dock Rumex salicifolius Mid-height forb to 3 feet; long, lanceolate leaves; greenish, brown flowers; branched; moist sites.
windflower Anemone piperi Cool, moist sites; white, pink or purplish flowers; one flower per stem; compound, 3-lobed leaves; common at Woods.

Poisonous; used as an ointment for ulcerations; taken medicinally for lockjaw.

Cool, mesic sites; lime-green or greenish-yellow, hairy, deeply-veined leaves; familiar red fruits with seeds on outside;
no gun-sight tip. Fruits edible; leaves can be used for tea and are full of vitamin C; wildlife consume fruits.

Cool, moist forest sites; oval, evergreen leaves with toothed or wavy margins; nodding single flower with 5 waxy white
petals.

Cool, dry sites; yellow flowers in terminal cluster; center flower older and shorter; hairy, lance-shaped leaves on long
stem; meadows. Early season forage for elk and cattle; relished by sheep; can be poisonous to livestock on sites
where it accumulates alkaloids.

Warm, dry sites; creeping; yellow flowers; pink or orange stem; dry meadows. Native Americans ate the stems and
leaves when still young (late spring); transplants to rock gardens; seldom used by livestock.

Warm, mesic sites; compound leaves with narrow, grass-like segments; small, white flowers in compound umbels at
top of slender stems. Very important food plant for American Indians and called Indian carrot; described in Lewis &
Clark journals with Shoshone Indians.
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yarrow Achillea millefolium Disturbed and open sites; aromatic; white flowers in flat-topped umbels; grayish, finely-divided, feathery leaves. Said to
ensure true love when consumed by bride and groom; grazed early in the season; used for tea, blood clotting,
toothaches.

yellow clover Trifolium aureum Open, exposed sites; found in clearcut at WW as patch-forming weed; bright yellow flower clusters like balls; clover
leaves.

GRASSES AND GRASS-LIKE PLANTS

blue wildrye Elymus glaucus Warm, mesic sites; dense spike of long-awned flowers (2 per node); rough leaves; tall grass. Palatable to cattle and
horses but used lightly due to coarseness of foliage and seed heads.

bulbous bluegrass Poa bulbosa Weedy on dry to mesic sites; bulbous stem bases and flowers; open and narrow panicle; short leaves.

colonial bentgrass Agrostis tenuis Cool, moist sites; short stolons but no rhizomes; very widely spreading, open, delicate panicle with uncrowded
spikelets.

Columbia brome Bromus vulgaris Cool, moist sites; tall; drooping open panicle and leaves; short awns. Allelopathic; seeds ground into meal by native
Americans; palatable to livestock animals

creeping bentgrass Agrostis stolonifera Cool, moist sites; open or narrow panicle of reddish flowers; narrow leaves.

fowl bluegrass Poa palustris Moist, open sites; rhizomatous grass; long, open, triangular panicle; lax leaves.

mountain brome Bromus carinatus Warm, dry sites; tall; narrow upright panicle; short awns; erect leaf blades. Allelopathic; native Americans ground seed
into a meal; palatable to livestock; relished by pocket gophers.

onespike danthonia Danthonia unispicata Warm, dry sites; short; hairy sheaths; 1 spikelet with awned flowers; common on scablands. Used by elk and deer,
especially early in season while stems are succulent.

orchardgrass Dactylis glomerata Disturbed sites; tall; dense, tufted, flower spikelets.

pinegrass Calamagrostis rubescens Warm, mesic sites; abundant in mixed-conifer zone; white hairs at leaf collar; red stem bases; narrow, dense panicles;
short awns. Palatable to livestock after a fire; competes aggressively with tree seedlings.

rattlesnake brome Bromus briziformis Warm, dry sites; annual, short-stature grass; awnless; plump, drooping spikelets; often on scablands. Allelopathic;
attractive spikelets can be used in floral arrangements.

timothy Phleum pratense Disturbed sites; medium to tall grass; dense, cigar-shaped, bristly flower spike; swollen, bulbous bases; smooth, flat or
folded leaves.

tufted hairgrass Deschampsia cespitosa Mesic meadows; firm, narrow leaves; open panicle; small awned flowers.

western fescue Festuca occidentalis Cool, mesic sites; drooping, awned flowers in open panicle; basal tufts of soft, in-rolled leaves. Low forage value due to
size of the plant and its scattered occurrence.

elk sedge Carex geyeri Warm, mesic sites; cigar-like flowers in narrow spike; flat, leathery, rough-margined leaves; brown leaf tips; common in
mixed-conifers. Moderate palatability to livestock animals; competes fiercely with tree seedlings by forming a dense
sod.

northwestern sedge Carex concinnoides Cool, moist sites; short; shiny flat leaves with a deep center pleat; brownish leaf sheaths; sprouts from creeping

rhizomes. Low palatability for livestock.
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slender rush Juncus tenuis Cool, wet sites; tufted; short leaves; flowers produced just below stem top.

‘thickheaded sedge Carex pachystachya Dense clusters of dark brown flowers; commonly found on dry sites.
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" RUSTS AND OTHER TREE DISEASES
‘Douglas-fir dwarf mistletoe ~ Arceuthobium douglasii Parasite on Douglas-firs; small, yellowish-green stems produced from branches; causes witches brooms.
larch dwarf mistletoe Arceuthobium laricis Parasite on western larches; small, yellowish-green stems produced from branches; causes witches brooms.
‘westem gall rust Endocronartium harknessii  Common rust on lodgepole pine, forming globose galls on branches; pustules of yellow or orange spores produced in

spring. Galls weaken lodgepole pine stems, often leading to wind damage (stems snapped off by wind, particularly with
ice or snow load).

baldhip rose Rosa gymnocarpa Cool, mesic sites; 5-7 oval leaflets with toothed margins; thorny internodes; bald rose hips; small, pink flowers
produced singly. Red hips used by birds in fall, winter and spring; hips used in teas or as food of last resort; can serve
as important source of vitamin C.

bearberry Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Warm, dry sites; shiny, dark-green, rounded or notched leaves; brown stems; pink, urn-shaped flowers; red fruits;
prostrate, creeping. Allelopathic; food for bears and birds; edible berries, but mealy; used in pemmican; tobacco
substitute; tonic & diuretic; attracts birds.

bearberry honeysuckle Lonicera involucrata Cool, moist sites; red bracts around 2 black fruits; yellow flowers; opposite leaves; 4-sided twigs. Winter browse for elk
and moose; avoided by snowshoe hares; berries toxic to humans, causing illness and vomiting; attracts birds.

big huckleberry Vaccinium membranaceum  Cool, mesic sites; big, oval leaves with pointed tips; pink, urn-shaped flowers; delicious blue fruits; mid-height shrub of
mixed conifers. Major food source for native Americans; dried and mixed with fat and meat for pemmican; fruits
excellent raw or in pies, pancakes, etc.

birchleaf spiraea Spiraea betulifolia Cool, mesic sites; oval, toothed, blue-green leaves; white flowers in dense, flat umbels at branch tips; common in
mixed-conifer zone. Low in palatability; used by native Americans for tea.

bunchberry Cornus canadensis Cool, moist sites; whorled, veined leaves; white, 4-bract flowers; red fruits; usually found under spruce; not common at
Woods. Attracts birds.

Cascade Oregongrape Berberis nervosa Cool, moist sites; 9-19 shiny leaflets with spines on margin; yellow, clustered flowers; blue fruits with a white bloom;

yellow inner bark. Berries used for juice, jellies and jams; used medicinally for liver and urinary problems, and venereal
disease; valuable ornamental.

common snhowberry Symphoricarpos albus Cool, mesic sites; white or pink tubular flowers; white fruits; opposite oval leaves; very common in lower mixed-conifer
zone. Leaves and berries contain saponin, which is considered poisonous; white berries used by resident (winter)
birds; browse for big game.

Douglas hawthorne Crataegus douglasii Warm, mesic sites; stout, sharp thorns; doubly-toothed leaves; white flowers; black fruits; dying out at Woods from lack
of disturbance.

dwarf huckleberry Vaccinium myrtillus Cool, moist sites; low-growing; blue-black berries; short (<1") leaves; pinkish, urn-shaped flowers. Berries are sweet,
but small; birds and animals readily use the fruits.
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low Oregongrape Berberis repens Cool, dry sites; 5-7 dull leaflets with short spines on margin; clusters of small, yellow flowers; blue fruits; spreads using
stolons. Powdered, dried root can be used to produce a yellow hair dye; antiseptic properties for healing cuts and
wounds.

mallow ninebark Physocarpus malvaceus Warm, mesic sites; 3-lobed (maple-like), serrate leaves; peeling bark; showy white flowers in clusters at branch tips;
early bloomer. Low palatability, but browsed sporadically; competes aggressively with tree seedlings.

mountain ash Sorbus scopulina Cool, moist sites; compound leaves with many pointed, serrate leaflets; white flowers in flat clusters; orange fruits.

mountain gooseberry Ribes montigenum Cool, moist sites; spines at nodes only; pink, saucer-shaped flowers; hairy, sticky, palmate leaves; straggling shrub to 2
feet tall; red fruits. Alternate host for white pine blister rust.

oceanspray Holodiscus discolor Warm, mesic sites; doubly-toothed (lobed) leaves that are triangular in outline; white or cream flowers in dense plumes
(sprays).

Oregon boxwood Pachistima myrsinites Cool, mesic sites; low creeping plant with opposite, oval, thick, slightly-toothed leaves; small, red, 4-petalled flowers in

early spring. Relished by elk and may be eradicated from some areas for that reason; high ornamental value.

Pacific yew Taxus brevifolia Cool, moist forest sites; evergreen, pointed needles in two ranks; red or purplish bark; fleshy pink or red aril (fruit).
Often hedged severely by elk browsing; fruits are highly poisonous; wood was used for archery bows.

pinemat manzanita Arctostaphylos nevadensis  Cool, dry sites; low growing, creeping shrub; thick, leathery, pointed leaves; red stems; pink or white, urn-shaped
flowers; red fruits. Attracts birds; berries eaten by many wildlife species; leaves boiled and used for curative teas;
smoked as a tobacco substitute.

pink spiraea Spiraea douglasii menziesii  Cool, moist sites; common in riparian area on E side of WW; oblong leaves with toothed edges; pink flowers in long
clusters; mid height.

red raspberry Rubus idaeus Cool, mesic disturbed areas; 3-7 oval, toothed, pointed leaflets; red raspberry-like fruits; prickly stems.

red-osier dogwood Cornus sericea Warm, moist sites; opposite, veined leaves; young stems red to yellow; showy white flowers and fruits in clusters at

branch tips. Flexible branches for baskets; red bark for smoking and dye; important browse species for bear, beaver,
hares; birds use berries.

redstem ceanothus Ceanothus sanguineus Cool, mesic sites; oval, 3-veined, thin, serrate leaves; white flowers in dense, fluffy clusters; bright red or purplish
stems. Important deer browse; native Americans made a poultice to heal burns; flower twigs beaten in water produce a
foam called soapbloom.

Rocky Mountain maple Acer glabrum Warm to cool, moist sites; leaves with 3-5 toothed lobes; right-angle samaras. Browsed by deer and elk; used by native
Americans for smoking meat.

russet buffaloberry Shepherdia canadensis Cool, mesic sites; opposite, oval, round-tipped leaves with rusty undersides; small flowers in leaf axils; red or orange
fruits. Fruit is bitter/nauseating when raw, but tasty with sugar and water and beaten into a frothy mass (soapberry);
fruits important for birds.

Scouler willow Salix scouleriana Cool, moist sites; leaves widest toward the tip: dark green above, pale beneath; hairy twigs; upland areas. Browsed by
elk and deer; native Americans used branches for baskets, fish traps, etc.; inner bark used as poultice for wounds.

snowbrush ceanothus Ceanothus velutinus Warm, mesic sites; clumpy, mid-height shrub; creamy, white flowers at branch ends; shiny, oval leaves with finely-
serrated edges. Seeds can remain viable in the soil for hundreds of years, waiting for fire to activate them; a nitrogen-
fixing plant that improves soil.



